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1845. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 26th May. 

The Council have great pleasure in reporting a progressive in- 
crease in the number of new members. In the year 1843 the 
accessions were 16 only ; in 1844 they increased to 38, and in the 
present year to 47 ; thus affording the best proof of the increasing 
estimation of the Society in public opinion. In addition to the 
ordinary members three honorary members have been elected, 
two of them not previously connected with the Society, and one 
who was already a corresponding member. A new corresponding 
member has also been added to our list. 

There have occurred 33 vacancies, of which 15 by death, viz 
2 corresponding and 13 ordinary members, and 9 by resignation. 
Nine have been struck off for non-payment, their united arrears 
amounting to 54/. The Society now consists of 684 members, 
besides 62 foreign honorary and corresponding members. 

Trustees — The office of a Trustee having become vacant by 
the lamented death of Mr. Francis Baily, Mr. W. R. Hamilton, 
who has ever taken so lively an interest in the welfare of the 
Society, has been appointed by the Council to the vacant office. 

Treasurer. — Mr. John Biddulph, who since the first establish- 
ment of the Society had been its Treasurer and ex officio one of 
its Trustees, has found it necessary in consequence, the Council 
regret to say, of declining health to resign the offices. The 
Council, in accepting Mr. Biddulph's resignaiion, tendered to 
him an unanimous vote of thanks for his long and valuable ser- 
vices, a vote which they feel assured will meet with the hearty 
concurrence of the Society. The Council have appointed Mr. 
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Robert Biddulph to succeed his father as Treasurer, which ap- 
pointment they trust will be approved. 

Finances. — The accompanying Balance-sheet, made up to the 
31st of December, 1844, will, it is hoped, satisfy members that 
the Council continue to conduct the financial department with the 
same regard to economy as heretofore. There has happily been 
no occasion to encroach upon our funds, 4ior are there any out- 
standing debts except for the usual current expenses. 

Arrears. — The same attention has been paid in the last as in 
former years to get in the arrears due to the Society, and with so 
much success, that 124/. have been recovered, notwithstanding 
which there still remained due on the 31st of December, 403/., 
of which sum 158/. are owing by members abroad. 

Money Grants. — No money grants have been made since the 
last Anniversary, not from any want of readiness on the part of 
the Council to assist travellers, but from motives of necessity and 
prudence, such as it is hoped will be duly appreciated by the 
Society. 

Royal Donation. — Of the two gold medals forming the dona- 
tion of Her Most Gracious Majesty, that called the Patron's 
Medal has been awarded to Professor Carl Ritter for his im- 
portant geographical labours, and that called the Founder's Medal 
to Dr. Charles T. Beke for his explorations in Abyssinia. 

Private Donation. — The Council have to report, with senti- 
ments of gratitude for his liberality, a third donation of bOl. from 
Mr. James Alexander. 

Journal. — The members of the Society will have perceived 
that the determination of the Council respecting the editing of the 
Journal, as announced in the Report of last year, has been 
crowned with complete success. The two Parts of the volume 
for the year were punctually ready for delivery at the times ap- 
pointed ; the 1st Part in June, the 2nd at the end of December. 
The 2nd Part of Volume XIII., which various causes had de- 
layed, has been issued, so that the arrears in this respect have 
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been got up as was promised, and the Journal will henceforth 
appear with the desirable regularity. 

Library. — The accessions to the Library since the last Anni- 
versary Meeting consist of 206 books and pamphlets, and 188 
maps and charts, 113 of which latter were presented to the 
Society by the liberality of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, who have so largely contributed to enrich the Society's 
collection. 

In conclusion, the Council beg to state that, prosperous and 
flourishing as the Society is, its necessary expenses compared with 
its receipts are still such as to preclude the possibility of funding 
the compositions of new members, nor can the Council expect to 
have the means of so doing, so long as the Society remains bur- 
thened with the expense of apartments. The Council are still 
willing to encourage a hope that Her Majesty's Government may 
see the expediency of placing the Royal Geographical Society 
in a condition of greater utility by the grant of apartments. 

In the meantime the Council invite all members who have 
the real advancement of the Society at heart, to continue their 
exertions to increase the number of subscribers as the substantial 
means by which the income of the Society may be made to 
equal its expenditure. 



Till 
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